
A Rotary date with Rotary International President John Germ in San Jose on January 3! 

 

Rotarians and guests have a unique opportunity to meet Rotary International President John Germ, and 

his wife, Judy, on Tuesday, January 3, when Rotary Clubs throughout Zones 25 and 26, converge at the 

San Jose Doubletree Hotel for a celebration of the 100th Anniversary of The Rotary Foundation.  

A snapshot of RI President John Germ: 

John Germ is a successful businessman, a community advocate, and a leader in the Rotary world. The 

son of a stonemason, John grew up with a strong work ethic and a drive to succeed. When his parents 

could not afford college tuition, he attended vocational school and then earned his way through college 

by working in a machine shop and serving food in the dorm cafeteria.  

After graduating college, he joined the U.S. Air Force and was the navigator on a 50-ton Douglas C-124 

carrying soldiers to Vietnam. In 1965, his C-124 carried the Gemini IV space capsule to Cape Kennedy. 

Following a successful military career, John joined the engineering firm Campbell & Associates in his 

hometown. True to form, he aspired to – and eventually became -- chairman and CEO of the firm. 

John has set fundraising records for Rotary and other organizations. He thinks ‘outside the box’ and, as a 

result, he helped spearhead fundraisers resulting in: a Blood Assurance program; the conversion of a 

run-down dairy to a recycling center to employ adults with developmental disabilities; a Miracle League 

field to ensure that every child has a chance to play sports; and First Family program to provide 

scholarships for students who cannot attend college otherwise – all a testament to this community 

leader’s vision and determination. To this end, John looks to reaching a $300 million goal for The Rotary 

Foundation’s centennial. 

Schedule of events at the San Jose Doubletree Hotel, January 3, 2017: 

So, make it a date on Tuesday, January 3, at the San Jose Doubletree Hotel, and join Rotary International 

President John Germ for an evening of celebration and conversation. The event will begin with a Major 

Donor/Arch Klumph Society/Bequest Society Reception from 4:30 – 5:30pm. Invitations are being sent 

electronically – all that is needed is to register online or call Susan Valenta, 408.842.7031, or email 

Svalenta5170@gmail.com. A General Reception continues from 5 – 6pm. And then, at 6pm, a gala 

dinner event featuring our Rotary International President will take place in the Ballroom. 

How to reserve: 

Simply go to the District website at www.rotarydistrict5170.org and register.  Individual tickets are $85; 

however, if you purchase a table of 10, seating at the designated table is guaranteed! 

Questions or more information: 

For more information, contact the RI Dinner General Chair, Susan Valenta at 408.842.7031 or email 

Svalenta5170@gmail.com.  
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